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THE OFFICE OF VESPERS

O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
f) 4 . [— | r— [ — |
 HL | | | I | | | | | I

\yg'ﬁ| .| - =, = |‘}.[; 1

Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - lu - ia.



PSALMODY

PSALM 99 (antiphon: v. 5)
P} Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at His footstool —
He is holy.

The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble!
He dwells between the cherubim; let the earth be moved!
The LORD is great in Zion,
and He is high above all the peoples.
Let them praise Your great and awesome name —
He is holy.
The King's strength also loves justice;
You have established equity; You have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at His footstool —
He is holy.
Moses and Aaron were among His priests, and Samuel was among those who called upon His name;
they called upon the LORD, and He answered them.
He spoke to them in the cloudy pillar;
they kept His testimonies and the ordinance He gave them.
You answered them, O LORD our God;
You were to them God-Who-Forgives, though You took vengeance on their deeds.
Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at His holy hill;
for the LORD our God is holy.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at His footstool —
He is holy.



OFFICE HYMN “Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion,” 559
o) . .
A H— . i i | | ' e — i
r:r)ynv ] ] - I — | f 2  —
1 Oh, how great is Your com - pas - sion, Faith - ful Fa - ther,
2 Your great love for this has striv - en That we may, from
3 Firm - ly to our soul’s sal - va - tion Wit - ness -es Your
4 Lord, Your mer - cy will not leave me; Ev - er will Your
51 will praise Your great com - pas - sion, Faith - ful Fa - ther,
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God of grace, That with all our fall - en race
sin made free, Live with You e - ter - nal - ly.
Spir - it, Lord, In Your Sac - ra - ments and Word.
truth a - bide. Then in You I will  con - fide.
God of grace, That with all our fall - en race
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In our depth of deg - ra - da - tion You had mer - cy
Your dear Son Him - self has giv - en  And ex -tends His
There He sends true con - so - la - tion, Giv -ing us the
Since Your Word can - not de - ceive me, My sal - va - tion

In our depth of deg -ra - da - tion You had mer - cy
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SO that we Might be saved e - ter - nal - ly!
gra - cious call, To His sup - per leads us all.
gift of faith That we  fear not hell nor  death.
is to me Safe and  sure e - ter - nal - ly
SO that we Might be saved e - ter - nal - ly
Text: Johann Olearius (1611-84); tr. August Crull (1845-1923), alt. ACH, WAS SOLL ICH SUNDER MACHEN
Tune: Schiffer-Belustigung...Hirthen-Lieder, Altdorf, 1653 887 887
Text and Tune: Public Domain
READINGS

FIRST READING

2 Corinthians 5:14-21

The love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and He died for
all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.

Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ
according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God, who
has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed
to us the Word of reconciliation.

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s
behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the

righteousness of God in Him.

P} O Lord, have mercy upon us.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

John 8:21-36

At that time Jesus said to the Jews: “I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin. Where I
go you cannot come.” So the Jews said, “Will He kill Himself, because He says, “"Where I go you cannot come’?”
And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.



Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in
your sins.” Then they said to Him, “Who are You?” And Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been saying to
you from the beginning. I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true;
and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him.” They did not understand that He spoke to
them of the Father.

Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do
nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things. And He who sent Me is with Me. The
Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him.” As He spoke these words, many
believed in Him. Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My
disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” They answered Him, “We
are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can You say, “You will be made
free’?” Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. And a slave
does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be
free indeed.”

) O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY
A u Verse To Refrain
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1 Sing to the Lord and bless His name,

2 Now is Christ risen from the dead
3 Glory be to the
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proclaim His salvation from day to day.
and become the firstfruits of them that sleep.

Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it
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Give to the Lord all glo - ry and strength, give Him the
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CANTICLE
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Let my prayer rise before You as in - cense,
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and the lifting up of my hands as the eve - ning sac - ri - fice.
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My soul mag-ni-fies theLord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Sav-ior;
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For be-hold,from this day all generations will call me bless - ed.
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For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;
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and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to gen - er - a - tion.
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(I] He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the
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imagination of their hearts. [ He has cast down the
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might-y from their thrones and hasex - alt-ed the low - ly.
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He has filled the hun - gry with good things,
H . .
P’ AN | | [
CMV I'l) :K]: | | [
PY) ~——
and the rich He has sent emp -ty a - way.
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]  He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mer - cy
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as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for-ev-er.
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as it was inthe be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev - er. A-men.
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PRAYER
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

LORD’S PRAYER
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Our Fa-ther who art in heav - en, hal-low - ed be Thy name,
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Thy king - dom come, Thy will be done on earth as
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it is in heav - en; give us this day our dai-ly
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bread; and for-give us our tres-pass-es as we for-give
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those who tres-pass a - gainst us; and lead us not in -
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to temp-ta - tion, but de-liv-er us from e - vil
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For Thine is the king - dom and the pow’r and the glo -
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COLLECTS
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O Lord, hear my prayer.
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And let my cry come to You.

P} O God, who makes the minds of the faithful to be of one will, grant to Your people that they may love what
You command and desire what You promise, that among the manifold changes of this world our hearts
may be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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P} OGod, You resist the proud and give grace to the humble. Grant us true humility after the likeness of Your
only Son that we may never be arrogant and prideful and thus provoke Your wrath, but in all lowliness be
made partakers of the gifts of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.
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P} O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICAMUS
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Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



BENEDICTION
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The grace of our Lord -+ Je-sus Christ and the love of God
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and the communion of the Holy Spir - it be with wus all
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