Introit Psalm 44:1-2, 7-8; antiphon: Psalm 44:23, 25a, 26a

[P} Awake! Why are You sleeping, O Lord? Rouse Yourself! Do not
reject us for- |ever! *

For our soul is bowed down to the dust. Rise up; come | to our
help!

P} O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have | told us, *
what deeds You performed in their days, in the | days of old:
You with Your own hand drove out the nations, but them You |
planted; *
P) You afflicted the peoples, but them You | set free. *
But You have saved us from our foes and have put to shame those
who | hate us.
In God we have boasted con- |tinually, *
and we will give thanks to Your name for- | ever.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son *
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning, *
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

(P} Antiphon is repeated.
Collect of the Day

O God, who sees that we put not our trust in anything that we do, merci-
fully grant that by Your power we may be defended against all adversity;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord ...

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10-13

Thus says the LORD God: “As the rain comes down, and the snow from
heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return
to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in
the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out with joy, and be led out
with peace; the mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing
before you, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of
the thorn shall come up the cypress tree, and instead of the brier shall
come up the myrtle tree; and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off,” says the LORD Almighty.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 83:18, 13

(P} [Let Your enemies] know that You alone, whose name | is the Lord, *
are the Most High over | all the earth.

O my God, make them like | whirling dust, *
like chaff be- |fore the wind.

Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 11:19 - 12:9

Brethren: You put up with fools gladly, since you yourselves are wise!
For you put up with it if one brings you into bondage, if one devours
you, if one takes from you, if one exalts himself, if one strikes you on
the face. To our shame I say that we were too weak for that! But in
whatever anyone is bold —1I speak foolishly —I am bold also. Are they
Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of
Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ? —1I speak as a fool —I
am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in pris-
ons more frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews five times I re-
ceived forty stripes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods;
once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I
have been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils
of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles,
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in
perils among false brethren; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness of-
ten, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—
besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern
for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to
stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? If I must boast, I will
boast in the things which concern my infirmity. The God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that I am not ly-
ing. In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding
the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but I
was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped
from his hands. It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will
come to visions and revelations of the Lord: I know a man in Christ
who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or
whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was
caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a man—whether in
the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows—how he was
caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not
lawful for a man to utter. Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will
not boast, except in my infirmities. For though I might desire to boast,
I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone
should think of me above what he sees me to be or hears from me.
And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the
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Welcome to Epiphany
Lutheran Church!

Here is where Jesus answers His
promise to be with us always, by com-
ing to us in His living and active
Word and the Blessed Sacrament of
His Body and Blood.

Parents of Small Children:

We are very happy that you are here
today, honoring Our Lord’s Words:
“Let the little children come to Me
and do not hinder them, for the
Kingdom of God belongs to such as
these” (Lk. 18:16). If you feel you
must step out with a fussy child,
please hurry back! Like Jesus, we
want your children in the Divine Ser-
vice, not out.

Visitors:

So we can get to know you better,
please fill out one of the attendance
cards in the hymnal rack in your pew
and introduce yourself to Pastor Bef-
frey and the congregation! We hope
you'll come back to Founders Hall
after the service to share a cup of cof-
fee and snack with us.

Who may Commune at Epiphany?
The Sacrament of the Altar is offered
at Epiphany in every Service. The
normal communicant is a confirmed
member of a congregation of The
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
(LCMS). Under no circumstances
should an un-baptized person com-
mune. If you are not a member of an
LCMS congregation, or have not
communed at Epiphany before,
please speak with the Pastor or an
Elder before the service begins.

revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan
to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I
pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. And
He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Tract Psalm 60:1-2, 5

P} O God, You have rejected us, broken our de- |fenses; *
You have been angry; oh, re- |store us.

You have made the land to quake; You have torn it | open; *
repair its breaches, for it | totters.

[P} That Your beloved ones may be de- |livered, *
give salvation by Your right hand and | answer us.

Holy Gospel Reading St Luke 8:4-15

(P) The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the, eighth chapter.
(J3) Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

At that time: When a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him
from every city, Jesus spoke by a parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed.
And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and
the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up,
it withered away because it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns, and
the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell on good ground,
sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said these things
He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” Then His disciples asked
Him, saying, “What does this parable mean?” And He said, “To you it has
been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is
given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not
understand.” Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by
the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the
word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. But the ones on
the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these
have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. Now
the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out
and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to
maturity. But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having
heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with pa-
tience.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. [@(JJ) Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
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Today, if you hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.
Psalm 95:7, 8
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