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Prepare the way of the Lord; behold, the Lord God comes with might. 
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Stand 
            “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 379 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. ADEPT FIDELES 
Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 irregular meter 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sit 

Psalmody 
Psalm Psalm 2 

 

P Why do the | nations rage* 
 and the peoples | plot in vain? 
C The kings of the earth set themselves, 
 and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,* 
 against the LORD and against his anointed, | saying, 
P “Let us burst their | bonds apart* 
 and cast away their | cords from us.” 

C He who sits in the | heavens laughs;* 
 the Lord holds them in de- | rision. 
P Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,* 
 and terrify them in his fury, | saying, 
C “As for me, I have | set my King* 
 on Zion, my | holy hill.” 

P I will tell of | the decree:* 
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 
 today I have be- | gotten you. 
C Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,* 
 and the ends of the earth your pos- | session. 
P You shall break them with a | rod of iron* 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.” 

C Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;* 
 be warned, O rulers | of the earth. 
P Serve the | LORD with fear,* 
 and rejoice with | trembling. 
C Kiss the Son, 
 lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 
 for his wrath is quickly | kindled.* 
Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him. 
C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*  
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
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Psalm Hymn (Psalm 98) “Joy to the World,” 387 

 

 

 

 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 ANTIOCH 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. C M and refrain 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Psalm Psalm 96 

 

P Oh sing to the LORD a | new song;* 
 sing to the LORD, | all the earth! 
C Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;* 
 tell of his salvation from | day to day. 
P Declare his glory among the | nations,* 
 his marvelous works among all the | peoples! 
C For great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised;* 
 he is to be feared a- | bove all gods. 
P For all the gods of the peoples are worthless | idols,* 
 but the LORD made the | heavens. 
C Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;* 
 strength and beauty are in his sanctu- | ary. 

P Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the | peoples,* 
 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength! 
C Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 
P Worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness;* 
 tremble before him, | all the earth! 

C Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 
 Yes, the world is established; it shall nev- | er be moved;* 
 he will judge the peoples with | equity.” 

P Let the heavens be glad, and let the | earth rejoice;* 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 let the field exult, and every- | thing in it! 
C Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
 before the LORD, | for he comes,* 
 for he comes to | judge the earth. 
P He will judge the world in | righteousness,* 
 and the peoples in his | faithfulness. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*  
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
Sit 
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Office Hymn “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come,” 358 sts. 1–4, 14–15 

 

 

 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 
My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. VOM HIMMEL HOCH 
Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann L M 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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READING Isaiah 9:2-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of 

the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy; they rejoice before You according to the 
joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

4 For You have broken the yoke of his burden and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his 
oppressor, as in the day of Midian. For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, 
and garments rolled in blood, will be used for burning and fuel of fire. 

6 For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no 
end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with 
judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” 380 
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. MENDELSSOHN 
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 77 77 D and refrain 
Text and tune: Public domain 

READING Luke 2:1-20 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all 
the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of 
Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Beth-
lehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his es-
poused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for 
them in the inn.  
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And sud-
denly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, 
as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those 
things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.  

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory 

 

 

Sermon 

Canticle 

Stand 

 “My Soul Rejoices,” 933 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 IN DIR IST FREUDE 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 557 D 55554 D 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017344 
Tune: Public domain 

Prayer 

Kyrie 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

Collects 

 

 

Collect of the Day 
P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with 
sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
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Collect 

 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Stand 

Benedicamus LSB 234 

 

 

Benediction LSB 234 
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 “Silent Night, Holy Night,” 363 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 STILLE NACHT 
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 66 88 66 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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