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Straighten up and raise up your heads,  

because your Redemption is drawing near. 
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Welcome to Epiphany Lutheran Church! 
Here is where Jesus answers His promise to be with us always,  

by coming to us in His living and active Word and the  
Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood. 

Welcome, visitors!  We are glad to have you with us this morning as the Lord comes to us to 
give His gifts of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  The resources of Epiphany are at your 
disposal.  If you need assistance, the ushers are glad to help.  Please make sure to introduce 
yourself to our Pastor and congregation, and join us after the service for fellowship and Bible 
Study! 

Parents of Small Children: We are very happy that you are here today, honoring Our Lord’s 
Words: “Let the little children come to Me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these” (Lk. 18:16).  If you feel you must step out with a fussy child, please 
hurry back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Divine Service, not out. 

The Sacrament of the Altar is offered at Epiphany every Lord’s Day and every Wednesday 
evening. The normal communicant is a confirmed member of a congregation of The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS). Under no circumstances should an un-baptized person 
commune.  If you are not a member of an LCMS congregation, or have not communed at 
Epiphany before, please speak with the Pastor or an Elder before the service begins.  

If you need help hearing the service, the sanctuary is equipped with a hearing 
loop, a special type of sound system that connects directly to hearing aids.  Simply 
set your hearing aid to “T” (telecoil) to connect. 
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THE THEME OF TODAY’S LITURGY 
Our Redeemer comes mightily, not to frighten you but to “cause His glorious voice to be heard” 
and to give you “gladness of heart” (Introit). He is “the Sun of Righteousness” who comes with 
healing in His wings (Old Testament). This is why we are told the signs of His coming so that 
“when these things begin to happen” we might “look up and lift our heads, because Our Lord 
will “stir up our hearts and to make ready the way of His only begotten Son” (Collect).   

  

THE PREPARATION 
Please STAND. 

HYMN “Creator of the Stars of Night” 351 

 

 

 

 

 

5 O Thou whose coming is with dread D 6 To God the Father and the Son 
 To judge the living and the dead,  And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
 Preserve us from the ancient foe  Praise, honor, might, and glory be 
 While still we dwell on earth below.  From age to age eternally. Amen. 
Text: Latin, 5th-10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale (1818-66), alt. CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 
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INVOCATION; CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT Psalm 80:1, 3, 14, 17; antiphon: Isaiah 62:11b; 30:30, 29 

 
P Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your Sal- | vation comes.” * 
  The LORD will cause His majestic voice | to be heard, and You shall have glad- | ness 

of heart. 

P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph | like a flock! * 
  You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 
C Restore us, | O God; * 
  let Your face shine upon us that we | may be saved! 

P Turn again, O | God of hosts! * 
  Look down from | heaven, and see. 
C But let Your hand be on the man of Your | right hand, * 
  the Son of Man whom You have made strong | for Yourself. 
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C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son * 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- |ginning, * 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your Sal- | vation comes.” * 
  The LORD will cause His majestic voice | to be heard, and You shall have glad- | ness 

of heart. 

KYRIE 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 

  

 

 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that 
by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.      

 

Please BE SEATED. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 4:1-6 

In those days the LORD said, “Behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 
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arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says 
the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear My 
name, the Sun of Righteousness shall rise with healing in His wings. You shall go out leaping 
like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under 
the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.  

“Remember the law of My servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at 
Horeb for all Israel.  

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD 
comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to 
their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”   

P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL Psalm 50:2-3a, 5 

 
P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God | shines forth. * 
  Our God comes; He does not keep | silence. 
C “Gather to Me My | faithful ones, * 
  who made a covenant with Me by | sacrifice.”  

EPISTLE READING Romans 15:4-13 

Brethren: Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the 
God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, 
in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God.  

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in 
order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for His mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise You among the Gentiles, 
and sing to Your Name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.” And 
again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol Him.” And again Isaiah 
says, “The Root of Jesse will come, even He who arises to rule the Gentiles; in Him will the 
Gentiles hope.”  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.   

P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Please STAND. 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

  

P The powers of heaven will be shaken, 
  and they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL St. Luke 21:25-36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

 

At that time Jesus said to His disciples, “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and 
on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 
people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers 
of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise 
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  

And He told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. As soon as they come out 
in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to you, 
this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but My Words will not pass away.  

“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon 
all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that you 
may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before 
the Son of Man.”  

    P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Please BE SEATED. 

CHIEF HYMN “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide,” 355 

 

 

 

 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 
 When will our hearts behold Your dawn?  Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
 O Sun, arise; without Your light  O come, lead us with mighty hand 
 We grope in gloom and dark of night.  From exile to our promised land. 
 

7 There shall we all our praises bring 
 And sing to You, our Savior King; 
 There shall we laud You and adore 
 Forever and forevermore. 

Text: Friedrich von Spee (1591-1635); tr. Martin L. Seltz (1909-67), alt. O HEILAND, REISS DIE HIMMEL AUF 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Catholisches Gesangbuch, Augsburg, 1666 LM 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 

SERMON 
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Please STAND. 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

Please STAND. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 after each petition: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

or 
P …let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

 

 the prayers conclude: 

 P …one God, now and forever. 
 C Amen. 

Please BE SEATED. 

VOLUNTARY 
During the voluntary, the Celebrant prepares the Altar for the Supper.  You are encouraged to prepare your heart 
and mind for Holy Communion.  Psalms 34, 42, 84, and 116 are especially suitable. 

Your offering may be deposited in the plate located near the Baptismal Font when you go to the Altar for Holy 
Communion. 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Please STAND. 



10 

PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary …  evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My Body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My Blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI 

 
 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

Please BE SEATED. 

DISTRIBUTION OF OUR LORD’S BODY AND BLOOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us,” 514 

 

 

 

 

Text: Johann Walter (1496-1570); tr. F. Samuel Janzow (1913-2001), st. 1  ACH GOTT VOM HIMMELREICHE 
 tr. Matthias Loy (1828-1915), sts. 2-4, alt. 76  76  D 
Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License, no. 110017344. 
Text (sts. 2-4) and Tune: Public Domain 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 
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 “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns,” 348 

 

 

Text: John Brownlie (1859-1925), alt. CONSOLATION 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth CM 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 
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 “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending,” 336 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Charles Wesley (1707-88), alt. HELMSLEY 
Tune: Thomas Olivers (1725-99) 87  87  12  7 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 

Please STAND. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 

 
  

 
 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 
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our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

P The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers,” 515 

 

 

 

 

Text: Laurentius Laurenti (1660-1722); tr. Sarah B. Findlater (1823-1907), alt.  HAF TRONES LAMPA FÄRDIG 
Tune: Swedish     76  76  D 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 
 

Announcements 
MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICE WEDNESDAY 
The midweek Advent services continue Wednesday at 7:00 PM  The rest of the services 
are December 16 and 23.  Please join us as we receive Jesus, who came as the baby in 
Bethlehem, comes to us now in Word and Sacrament, and will come again on the Last 
Day. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
Poinsettia orders are due to Sheila Haskill today.  If you would like to take your 
poinsettias home, they will be available after the Christmas Day service. 
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HIGHER THINGS VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 
Are you interested in content from this summer’s Higher Things conference?  The youth 
group invites you to watch with them as they enjoy more of the videos from the virtual 
conference.  The next watch session will take place after Sunday School today, 
December 6.  

WELCOME, EVAN! 
Today we celebrate with Evan Supplee as he makes a public confession of his faith and 
is received into communicant membership. 

 
STEWARDSHIP LAST WEEK Attendance Communicants Offerings   

Sunday (11/29) 35 27 $ 512.00 
 

Serving Today  
Celebrant and Preacher ................................................................................ Rev. Ryan Beffrey 
Organist .................................................................................................................. Julie Bueschel 
Floor Elder .........................................................................................................Mark MacIntosh 
Serving Elder ........................................................................................................ David Steffens 
Acolyte ......................................................................................................................... Titus Baier 
Counters ............................................................................................. Jeremy Baier & Dan Scott 
Altar Guild ............................................................................................. Bev Phipps & Pam Ihle 
Flowers ............................................................................................................................................  
 

Serving Next Sunday  

Floor Elder .................................................................................................................. Craig Baier 
Serving Elder ................................................................................................................Paul Cook 
Acolyte .................................................................................................................... Henry Maass 
Counters .............................................................................................. Philip Maass & Pam Ihle 
Altar Guild ........................................................................ Sheila Haskill & Melissa Vanarsdal 
Flowers ............................................................................................................................................  
 
 
 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
Those with cancer 

Keri Jastifer, Ted Mattingly, Darrell Dombrowski, Mick Francis, Bill Miller, Todd 
Henderson, Bobby Vollman, Cameron Scott, Pam Peterman, Alexa Tolsma, Charlene 
Moore. 
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Those with health issues, difficulties, and challenges 
Ken Zyk, Carol Powell, Norma Biggs, Shanda Brennan, Hannah Kelsey, Nathan 
Martin, Barb Schmidt, Kitty Young, Alvina Hoffbeck, Doris Uramkin, Karen Garlock, 
Jeri Barthel, Pam Ashley, Jill White. 

Those engaged to be married 
 Kelsey Velie and Scott Bockus. 

Our church work students 
Zachariah and Claire Burgdorf, Timothy and Hanna Kern, Timothy and Chelsie 
Schmeisser. 

Those serving in our Armed Forces 
Hector and Natasha Brojas, Jordan Velie, Jacob Almaguer, Joshua Cipolla, Trent 
Beffrey, Lucas Golm, Brittany Warf, David Mills. 

Those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week 
Ken Zyk (12/11). 

Those celebrating Baptism birthdays this week 
Keith Lungren (12/8), Jeremy Arndt (12/9). 

 


