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A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 

behold, His reward is with Him and His recompense before Him.” 
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Welcome to Epiphany Lutheran Church! 
Here is where Jesus answers His promise to be with us always,  

by coming to us in His living and active Word and the  
Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood. 

Welcome, visitors!  We are glad to have you with us this morning as the Lord comes to us to 
give His gifts of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  The resources of Epiphany are at your 
disposal.  If you need assistance, the ushers are glad to help.  Please make sure to introduce 
yourself to our Pastor and congregation, and join us after the service for fellowship and Bible 
Study! 

Parents of Small Children: We are very happy that you are here today, honoring Our Lord’s 
Words: “Let the little children come to Me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these” (Lk. 18:16).  If you feel you must step out with a fussy child, please 
hurry back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Divine Service, not out. 

The Sacrament of the Altar is offered at Epiphany every Lord’s Day and every Wednesday 
evening. The normal communicant is a confirmed member of a congregation of The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS). Under no circumstances should an un-baptized person 
commune.  If you are not a member of an LCMS congregation, or have not communed at 
Epiphany before, please speak with the Pastor or an Elder before the service begins.  

If you need help hearing the service, the sanctuary is equipped with a hearing 
loop, a special type of sound system that connects directly to hearing aids.  Simply 
set your hearing aid to “T” (telecoil) to connect. 
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Why is Pastor wearing pink? 

Twice in the Church Year the appointed color is rose (which we commonly call pink)—today 
and Laetare, the fourth Sunday in Lent.  In both seasons, these days come half-way through the 
penitential preparations, reminding us that the glories of Christmas and Easter are close at 
hand. 

This Sunday takes its name from the first word of the Introit in Latin, Gaudete, which means 
“rejoice.”  St. Paul breaks into our Advent watchfulness with the cry: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always.”  We are watching for the end and St. Paul would have us know that the end is a joyful 
day for those whose citizenship is in heaven.  The Collect is especially fit for these days of 
December when the days grow colder and darker, for here we ask the Lord to “lighten the 
darkness of our hearts” by His gracious visitation.  Not only will we be redeemed in heaven, 
but the Church knows this redemption to be a present reality!  The Lord comes to us now, by 
His gracious visitation in His Body and Blood and in His Holy Word, and that is constant cause 
for rejoicing! 

Most strikingly, we see the day’s character upon the Pastor vested in rose.  This color is unique 
because it is used only two times in the liturgical year (and it is only the color of the day, not 
the week).  Rose is not only a color of joy, meant to call the mind the springing of flowers from 
the earth and buds upon the trees, but it is also a lighter shade of violet.  Violet is the color for 
Advent and Lent, the color of royal mourning, a mix of purple and black.  Rose is violet with 
the black removed and white, the color of Christ and rejoicing, added in its place.  Mourning 
is lightened in expectation of the last day and the recognition that all sorrows on earth are 
temporary.   

But it is rose and not yet the full gold of Christmas or Easter.  The joy of Gaudete is anticipatory, 
celebrated in the midst of sadness and watchfulness.  Christmas and Easter are the Church 
Militant at full joy and exclamation.  But soon that too will pale and our real day, the Day that 
Advent eagerly awaits, will come.  The angels will sing, full-throated, not just to shepherds on 
the outskirts of Bethlehem, but to all creation as every knee bows and tongue confesses that 
Jesus Christ is Lord. 

For now, we wait.  We wait in eager expectation and joyous hope.  Christ, born of Mary, 
crucified for us, is risen from the dead, graciously visits us here on earth in His Body and His 
Blood.  
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THE PREPARATION 
Please STAND. 

HYMN “Arise, O Christian People,” 354 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Valentin Thilo (1607-62); tr. Arthur T. Russell (1806-74), alt. AUS MEINES HERZENS GRUNDE 
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, Hamburg, 1598, alt. 76  76  67  76 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 

INVOCATION; CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 

of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5 

 
P Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will | say, Rejoice! 
  Let your reasonableness be known to  everyone. The Lord | is at hand. 

P Lord, You have been favorable | to Your land; * 
  You restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 

C You forgave the iniquity of Your | people; * 
  You covered | all their sin. 

P Will You not revive | us again, * 
  that Your people may re- |joice in You? 

C Let me hear what God the | Lord will speak, * 
  for He will speak peace to His people, to His saints; but let them not turn back to | 

folly.  

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son * 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- |ginning, * 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 

  

 

 Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of 
our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.        

 

Please BE SEATED. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1-11 
In those days Isaiah said, “‘Comfort, comfort My people,’ says your God. ‘Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 
received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.’ 

A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.”  

A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like 
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the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows 
on it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our 
God will stand forever.  

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your 
God!” Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and His arm rules for Him; behold, His 
reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him. He will tend His flock like a 
shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His arms; He will carry them in His bosom, and 
gently lead those that are with young.”   

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL Psalm 80:1-2 

 
P You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. * 
  Stir up Your might and come to | save us! 

C Give ear, O Shepherd of | Israel, * 
  You who lead Joseph | like a flock.”  

EPISTLE READING 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
Brethren: This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. But with 
me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do 
not even judge myself. For I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby 
acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the 
time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and 
will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from 
God.  

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
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Please STAND. 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

  

P Stir up Your might, O Lord, 
  and come and save us. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL St. Matthew 11:2-10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

 

At that time John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ and he sent word by his disciples 
and said to Him, “Are You the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.”  

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A 
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of 
whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your 
way before You.’”  

    P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Please BE SEATED. 

CHIEF HYMN “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding,” 345 

 

 

 

Text: Latin, c. 5th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall (1814-78), alt. MERTON 
Tune: William H. Monk (1823-89)    87  87 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 

SERMON 
 

Please STAND. 

OFFERTORY 
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Please STAND. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 after each petition: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
or 

P …let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 the prayers conclude: 

 P …one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

Please BE SEATED. 

VOLUNTARY 
During the voluntary, the Celebrant prepares the Altar for the Supper.  You are encouraged to prepare your 
heart and mind for Holy Communion.  Psalms 34, 42, 84, and 116 are especially suitable. 

Your offering may be deposited in the plate located near the Baptismal Font when you go to the Altar for Holy 
Communion. 
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THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Please STAND. 

PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary …  evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My Body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My Blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI 

 
 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

Please BE SEATED. 

DISTRIBUTION OF OUR LORD’S BODY AND BLOOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” 344 

 

 

 

Text: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. composite  PUER NOBIS 
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621) LM 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 
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 “When All the World Was Cursed,” 346 

 

 

 

 

Text: Johann Gottfied Olearius (1635-1711); tr. Paul E. Kretzmann (1883-1965), alt. WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch (1629-1701) 67  67  66  66 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License, no. 110017344. 
Tune: Public Domain 
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 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People,” 347 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Johann Olearius (1611-84); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-78), alt. FREU DICH SEHR 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois 87  87  77  88 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 
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Please STAND. 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
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P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 
our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

P The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus,” 338 

 

 

 

 

Text: Charles Wesley (1707-88), alt. JEFFERSON 
Tune: Southern Harmony, New Haven, 1835 87  87  D 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 
 

Announcements 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Next Sunday after the Divine Service our Sunday School students, under the direction 
of Diane Scott, will present their Christmas program.  Please make plans to join us as the 
share the joy of the Christmas message with us to prepare us for the season! 

MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICE WEDNESDAY 
The midweek Advent services continue Wednesday at 7:00 PM  There will be a service on 
Wednesday, December 23.  Please join us as we receive Jesus, who came as the baby in 
Bethlehem, comes to us now in Word and Sacrament, and will come again on the Last 
Day. 



20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STEWARDSHIP LAST WEEK Attendance Communicants Offerings   
Sunday (12/06) 39 35  



21 

Serving Today  
Celebrant and Preacher ................................................................................ Rev. Ryan Beffrey 
Organist ....................................................................................................................... Diane Scott 
Floor Elder .................................................................................................................. Craig Baier 
Serving Elder ................................................................................................................Paul Cook 
Acolyte .................................................................................................................... Henry Maass 
Counters .............................................................................................. Philip Maass & Pam Ihle 
Altar Guild ........................................................................ Sheila Haskill & Melissa Vanarsdal 
Flowers ............................................................................................................................................  
 

Serving Next Sunday  

Floor Elder .........................................................................................................Mark MacIntosh 
Serving Elder ........................................................................................................ David Steffens 
Acolyte ............................................................................................................ Charlotte Hiscock 
Counters .................................................................................. Rod Killips & Cindy MacIntosh 
Altar Guild ........................................................................ Becky Steffens & Cindy MacIntosh 
Flowers ............................................................................................................................................  
 

In Our Prayers 
Those with cancer 

Keri Jastifer, Ted Mattingly, Darrell Dombrowski, Bill Miller, Todd Henderson, 
Bobby Vollman, Cameron Scott, Pam Peterman, Charlene Moore, Raquel Steffes, 
Keith Lundgren. 

Those with health issues, difficulties, and challenges 
Ken Zyk, Carol Powell, Norma Biggs, Shanda Brennan, Hannah Kelsey, Nathan 
Martin, Kitty Young, Alvina Hoffbeck, Doris Uramkin, Karen Garlock, Jeri Barthel, 
Pam Ashley, Jill White, Lynn Hyatt, Connie Kaniewski, Janet Lundgren. 

Those who are pregnant 
 Jordan & Julie Velie 

Our church work students 
Zachariah and Claire Burgdorf, Timothy and Hanna Kern, Timothy and Chelsie 
Schmeisser. 

Those serving in our Armed Forces 
Hector and Natasha Brojas, Jordan Velie, Jacob Almaguer, Joshua Cipolla, Trent 
Beffrey, Lucas Golm, Brittany Warf, David Mills. 

Those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week 
Paul Cook (12/13) 

Those celebrating Baptism birthdays this week 
Kelsey Velie (12/14) 


