Introit Psalm 54:3-5, 7; antiphon: Psalm 54:1-2
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O God, save me | by Your name, *
and vindicate me | by Your might.
O God, | hear my prayer; *
give ear to the words | of my mouth.
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[P} For strangers have risen a- | gainst me; *
they do not set God be- |fore themselves.
Behold, God is my | Helper; *
the Lord is the Upholder | of my life.
He will return the evil to my | enemies; *
in Your faithfulness put an | end to them.
For He has delivered me from every | trouble, *
and my eye has looked in triumph on my | enemies.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son *
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning, *
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

P} O God, save me | by Your name, *
and vindicate me | by Your might.
O God, | hear my prayer; *
give ear to the words | of my mouth.
Collect of the Day

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that,
being ever mindful of the end of all things and the day of Your just judg-
ment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You
forever hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading Daniel 7:9-14

In those days the prophet Daniel spoke, saying: “I watched till thrones
were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was
white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne
was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; a fiery stream issued and
came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seat-
ed, and the books were opened. I watched then because of the sound of
the pompous words which the horn was speaking; I watched till the
beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame.
As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet

their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. I was watching in the
night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the
clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought
Him near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and
a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away,
and His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gradual Psalm 50:4, 6

He calls to the heav- | ens above *
and to the earth, that He may judge His | people.
The heavens declare His | righteousness, *
for God Him- |self is judge.

Epistle Reading 2 Peter 3:3-14

Dearly Beloved: Know this first: that scoffers will come in the last days,
walking according to their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise
of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as
they were from the beginning of creation.” For this they willfully forget:
that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing
out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed per-
ished, being flooded with water. But the heavens and the earth which
are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day
of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. But, beloved, do not forget
this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His prom-
ise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing
that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens
will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fer-
vent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.
Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of per-
sons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent
heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved,
looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in
peace, without spot and blameless, in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Welcome to Epiphany
Lutheran Church!

Here is where Jesus answers His
promise to be with us always, by
coming to us in His living and active
Word and the Blessed Sacrament of
His Body and Blood.

Parents of Small Children:

We are very happy that you are here
today, honoring Our Lord’s Words:
“Let the little children come to Me
and do not hinder them, for the
Kingdom of God belongs to such as
these” (Lk. 18:16). If you feel you
must step out with a fussy child,
please hurry back! Like Jesus, we
want your children in the Divine
Service, not out.

Visitors:

So we can get to know you better,
please fill out one of the attendance
cards in the hymnal rack in your
pew and introduce yourself to Pas-
tor Beffrey and the congregation! We
hope you'll come back to Founders
Hall after the service to share a cup
of coffee and snack with us.

Who may Commune at Epiphany?
The Sacrament of the Altar is offered
at Epiphany in every Service. The
normal communicant is a confirmed
member of a congregation of The
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
(LCMS). Under no circumstances
should an un-baptized person
commune. If you are not a member
of an LCMS congregation, or have
not communed at Epiphany before,
please speak with the Pastor or an
Elder before the service begins.

Alleluia and Verse Isaiah 35:10
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The ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with |
singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain
glad- | ness and joy:.
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Holy Gospel Reading St.Matthew 25:31-46

(P) The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-fifth
chapter.
(J) Glory to You, O Lord.

At that time Jesus said to His disciples: “When the Son of Man comes in His
glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His
glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate
them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And
He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the
King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I
was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I
was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was
sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.” Then the
righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and
feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger
and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or
in prison, and come to You?” And the King will answer and say to them, ‘As-
suredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to Me.” Then He will also say to those on the left hand,
‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil
and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and
you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked
and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.”
Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to
You?” Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch
as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.” And
these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eter-
nal life.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(JJ) Praise to You, O Christ.

The Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Trinity

I Sunday 19 November Anno I+ Domini 2023 I~

We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
so that each one may receive what is due
for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
—2 Corinthians 5:10
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