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Welcome to Epiphany Lutheran Church! 
Here is where Jesus answers His promise to be with us always,  

by coming to us in His living and active Word and the  
Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood. 

Welcome, visitors!  We are glad to have you with us this morning as the Lord comes to us to 
give His gifts of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  The resources of Epiphany are at your 
disposal.  If you need assistance, the ushers are glad to help.  Please make sure to introduce 
yourself to our Pastor and congregation, and join us after the service for fellowship and Bible 
Study! 

Parents of Small Children: We are very happy that you are here today, honoring Our Lord’s 
Words: “Let the little children come to Me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these” (Lk. 18:16).  If you feel you must step out with a fussy child, please 
hurry back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Divine Service, not out. 

The Sacrament of the Altar is offered at Epiphany every Lord’s Day and every Wednesday 
evening. The normal communicant is a confirmed member of a congregation of The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS). Under no circumstances should an un-baptized person 
commune.  If you are not a member of an LCMS congregation, or have not communed at 
Epiphany before, please speak with the Pastor or an Elder before the service begins.  

If you need help hearing the service, the sanctuary is equipped with a hearing 
loop, a special type of sound system that connects directly to hearing aids.  Simply 
set your hearing aid to “T” (telecoil) to connect. 
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THE THEME OF TODAY’S LITURGY 
The end is near! Your end is near! That should trouble you, if you truly know yourself and 
what you have done and what you have left undone (Old Testament). So we pray that Our Lord 
not disappoint us (Introit) but that He deal with us mercifully. And then, holding to Our Lord’s 
mercy, we face our end with the confidence that death is nothing more than sleep in Jesus 
(Epistle), and the end of time nothing more than the fulfillment of Our Lord’s Word and 
promise (Gospel). 

  

THE PREPARATION 
Please STAND. 

HYMN “Lord of Our Life,” 659 

 

 

 

Text: Matthäus Apelles von Löwenstern (1594-1648); tr. Philip Pusey (1799-1855), alt. ISTE CONFESSOR 
Tune: Antiphoner, Poitiers, 1746 11  11  11  5 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 
 

INVOCATION; CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT Psalm 31:1-2a, 5, 24; antiphon: Psalm 31:9a, 15b, 17a 

 
P Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am  in distress; rescue me from the hand of my enemies 

and from my perse- |cutors! * 
  O Lord, let me not be put to shame, for I call up- |on You. 

P In You, O Lord, do I take | refuge; * 
  let me never be | put to shame. 
C In Your righteousness de- |liver me; * 
  incline Your ear to me; rescue me | speedily! 

P Into Your hand I commit my | spirit; * 
  You have redeemed me, O Lord, | faithful God. 
C Be strong, and let your heart take | courage, * 
  all you who wait | for the Lord! 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son * 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- |ginning, * 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am  in distress; rescue me from the hand of my enemies 
and from my perse- |cutors! * 

  O Lord, let me not be put to shame, for I call up- |on You. 

  



4 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  



5 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE – THIS IS THE FEAST 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

 

P Almighty God, we implore You, show Your mercy to Your humble servants, that 
we who put no trust in our own merits may not be dealt with according to the 
severity of Your judgment, but according to Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, Our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.   

 

Please BE SEATED. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 14:1-6 
In those days Job said: “Man who is born of a woman is few of days and full of trouble. He 
comes out like a flower and withers; he flees like a shadow and continues not. And do You 
open Your eyes on such a one and bring me into judgment with You? Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean? There is not one. Since his days are determined, and the number of his 
months is with You, and You have appointed his limits that he cannot pass, look away from 
him and leave him alone, that he may enjoy, like a hired hand, his day.”  

P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL Psalm 74:4, 2a 

 
P Your foes have roared I the midst of Your | meeting place; * 
  they set up their own ban- |ners for signs. 
C Remember Your congregation, which You have pur- |chased of old, * 
  which You have redeemed to be the tribe of Your | heritage!  
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EPISTLE READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so, through Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare 
to you by a Word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always 
be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.  

P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

Please STAND. 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL St. Matthew 24:15-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

 

At that time Jesus said to the disciples: “When you see the abomination of desolation spoken 
of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take 
what is in his house, and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. And alas 
for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! Pray that 
your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such 
as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. And if those 
days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those 
days will be cut short. Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There He is!’ 
do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and 
wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand. So, if 
they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, He is in the 
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inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the 
west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will 
gather.”  

    P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Please BE SEATED. 

CHIEF HYMN “Farewell I Gladly Bid Thee,” TLH 407 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Lord, write my name, I pray Thee, now in the Book of Life 
 And with all true believers take me where joys are rife. 
 There let me bloom and flourish, Thy perfect freedom prove, 
 And tell as I adore Thee, how faithful was Thy love. 
Text: Johann Olearius (1611-84); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-78) VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 
Tune: Melchoir Teschner (1584-1635), alt.   76  76  D 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 



10 

SERMON 

Please STAND. 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 after each petition: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

or 
P …let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

 

 the prayers conclude: 

 P …one God, now and forever. 
 C Amen. 
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Please BE SEATED. 

VOLUNTARY 
During the voluntary, the Celebrant prepares the Altar for the Supper.  You are encouraged to prepare your heart 
and mind for Holy Communion.  Psalms 34, 42, 84, and 116 are especially suitable. 

Your offering may be deposited in the plate located near the Baptismal Font when you go to the Altar for Holy 
Communion. 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Please STAND. 

PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary …  evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His Body 
and drink His Blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My Body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My Blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your Body and Blood to eat and 

to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us 
to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

PAX DOMINI 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please BE SEATED. 

DISTRIBUTION OF OUR LORD’S BODY AND BLOOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared,” 622 
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5 Though reason cannot understand 7 Grant that we worthily receive 
  Yet faith this truth embraces:   Your Supper, Lord, our Savior, 
 Your Body, Lord, is even now  And, truly grieving for our sins, 
  At once in many places.   May prove by our behavior 
 I leave to You how this can be;  That we are thankful for Your grace 
 Your Word alone suffices me;  And day by day may run our race, 
  I trust its truth unfailing.   In holiness increasing. 
 
6 Lord, I believe what You have said 8 For Your consoling Supper, Lord, 
  Help me when doubts assail me.   Be praised throughout all ages! 
 Remember that I am but dust,  Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 
  And let my faith not fail me.   The world against it rages. 
 Your Supper in this vale of tears  Grant that this Sacrament may be 
 Refreshes me and stills my fears  A blessed comfort unto me 
  And is my priceless treasure.   When living and when dying. 
Text: Samuel Kinner (1603-68); tr. Emmanuel Cronenwett (1841-1931), alt. DU LEBENSBROT, HERR JESU CHRIST 
Tune: Peter Sohren (c. 1630-92), alt.    87  87  887 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 “In the Shattered Bliss of Eden,” 572 
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5 Taste and see the bliss of heaven 6 Gone the bliss of Eden’s garden 
  Known by saints around the throne,   Gone the age of sacrifice; 
 Where the Lamb, in closest union,  Ours the time of grace and favor, 
  Lives to love and feed His own.   Ours the call to paradise! 
 From His riven side forever  Ever, Lord, impress upon us: 
  Flows the purest stream of love,   Only You can cover sin— 
 Love that robes us with the raiment  Take our worthless, self-made garments; 
  Worn by all who feast above.   Clothe our shame and cleanse within. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke (b. 1955)  RUSTINGTON 
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry (1848-1918) 87  87  D 
Text: © 2002 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License, no, 

110017344. 
Tune: Public Domain 
 

Please STAND. 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the 
Holy Supper of Your Son’s Body and Blood.  Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our 
days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, 
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Sing with All the Saints in Glory,” 671 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: William J. Irons (1812-83), alt. MISSISSIPPI 
Tune: William B. Roberts (b. 1947) 87  87  D 
Text: Public Domain 
Tune: 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License, no. 110017344. 

  



21 

Announcements 
NOVEMBER VOTERS’ MEETING 
The November Voters’ Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 15.  The meeting 
will take place immediately following the Divine Service.  There will not be Sunday 
School or Bible Study that day.  The potluck luncheon will not be a part of the meeting, as part 
of Epiphany’s COVID-19 precautions.  Important business for this meeting is setting the 
budget for 2021 and the election of officers. 

WMLHS FALL PLAY – DATE CHANGE 
West Michigan Lutheran High School’s fall play, All I Really Needed to Know I Learned in 
Kindergarten, has been rescheduled to January.  Please watch for updates. 

STEWARDSHIP LAST WEEK Attendance Communicants Offerings   

Sunday (11/1) 43 34 $1,696 

 

Serving Today  
Celebrant and Preacher ............................................................. Rev. Ryan Beffrey 
Organist .................................................................................................... Diane Scott 
Floor Elder ............................................................................................... Craig Baier 
Serving Elder ............................................................................................ Paul Cook 
Acolyte ....................................................................................................... Titus Baier 
Counters ................................................................................................ Jeremy Baier 
Altar Guild .................................................... Sheila Haskill & Melissa Vanarsdal 
Flowers .........................................................................................................................  

Serving Next Sunday  

Floor Elder ............................................................................................... Craig Baier 
Serving Elder ............................................................................................ Paul Cook 
Acolyte ....................................................................................................... Titus Baier 
Counters ................................................................................................ Jeremy Baier 
Altar Guild .................................................... Sheila Haskill & Melissa Vanarsdal 
Flowers .........................................................................................................................  
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In Our Prayers 
Those with cancer 

Keri Jastifer, Ted Mattingly, Darrell Dombrowski, Mick Francis, Bill Miller, Todd 
Henderson, Bobby Vollman, Cameron Scott, Pam Peterman, Alexa Tolsma, Charlene 
Moore, Raquel Steffes 

Those with health issues, difficulties, and challenges 
Ken Zyk, Carol Powell, Norma Biggs, Shanda Brennan, Hannah Kelsey, Nathan Martin, 
Barb Schmidt, Kitty Young, Alvina Hoffbeck, Doris Uramkin, Karen Garlock, Jeri Barthel, 
Pam Ashley, Jill White, Lynn Hyatt, Connie Kaniewski 

Our church work students 
Zachariah and Claire Burgdorf, Timothy and Hanna Kern, Timothy and Chelsie Schmeisser. 

Those serving in our Armed Forces 
Hector and Natasha Brojas, Jordan Velie, Jacob Almaguer, Joshua Cipolla, Trent Beffrey, 
Lucas Golm, Brittany Warf, David Mills. 

Those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week 

Lee & Carol Vanarsdal (11/11), Diana Puschel (11/13),  Sandy Stein (11/13), Clifford & Jane 
Cross (11/14). 

Those celebrating Baptism birthdays this week 
 


