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Welcome to Epiphany Lutheran Church! 
Here is where Jesus answers His promise to be with us always,  

by coming to us in His living and active Word and the  
Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood. 

Welcome, visitors!  We are glad to have you with us this morning as the Lord comes to us to 
give His gifts of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  The resources of Epiphany are at your 
disposal.  If you need assistance, the ushers are glad to help.  Please make sure to introduce 
yourself to our Pastor and congregation, and join us after the service for fellowship and Bible 
Study! 

Parents of Small Children: We are very happy that you are here today, honoring Our Lord’s 
Words: “Let the little children come to Me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these” (Lk. 18:16).  If you feel you must step out with a fussy child, please 
hurry back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Divine Service, not out. 

The Sacrament of the Altar is offered at Epiphany every Lord’s Day and every Wednesday 
evening. The normal communicant is a confirmed member of a congregation of The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS). Under no circumstances should an un-baptized person 
commune.  If you are not a member of an LCMS congregation, or have not communed at 
Epiphany before, please speak with the Pastor or an Elder before the service begins.  

If you need help hearing the service, the sanctuary is equipped with a hearing 
loop, a special type of sound system that connects directly to hearing aids.  Simply 
set your hearing aid to “T” (telecoil) to connect. 
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THE THEME OF TODAY’S LITURGY 
Today, Our Lord reveals His purpose: to be about the Father’s business by sitting in the midst 
of His enemies (Gospel). This contrasts with the view we see of Our Lord now – sitting on a 
throne, high and lifted up (Introit). And as Our Lord offers Himself willingly for our salvation, 
we pray for grace to do the same (Collect) by offering our bodies a living sacrifice (Epistle). In 
this way, as we partake in His suffering, we bless God (Gradual), make a joyful noise and give 
Him praise (Chief Hymn). 

THE PREPARATION 
Please STAND. 

OPENING HYMN “The Only Son from Heaven,” 402 

 

 

 

 

Text: Elisabeth Cruciger (c. 1500-35), sts. 1-3; Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, st. 4; HERR CHRIST, DER EINIG GOTTS SOHN 
 tr. Arthur T. Russell (1806-74), sts. 1-3, alt.  76  76  776 
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, Erfurt, 1524 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 
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INVOCATION; CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT Psalm 100; antiphon: Isaiah 6:1; Revelation 19:6 

 
P I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of His robe filled the 

| temple. 
  Then I heard the voice of a great multitude, crying out, “Alleluia! For the Lord our God 

the Al- |mighty reigns.” 

P Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all the earth! * 
  Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into His presence with | singing! 
C Know that the Lord, | He is God! * 
  It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His | 

pasture. 

P Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His | courts with praise! * 
  Give thanks to Him; | bless His name! 
C For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures for- |ever, * 
  and His faithfulness to all gener- |ations. 
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C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son * 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- |ginning, * 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of His robe filled the 
| temple. 

  Then I heard the voice of a great multitude, crying out, “Alleluia! For the Lord our God 
the Al- |mighty reigns.” 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE – GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 

  

P Let us pray. 
 O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of Your people who call upon You and grant 

that they both perceive and know what things they ought to do and also may have 
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grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Please BE SEATED. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 8:6-13 
In those days the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place in the inner 
sanctuary of the house, in the Most Holy Place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. For the 
cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so that the cherubim overshadowed 
the ark and its poles. And the poles were so long that the ends of the poles were seen from the 
Holy Place before the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are 
there to this day. There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone that Moses put 
there at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the people of Israel, when they came out 
of the land of Egypt. And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house 
of the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory 
of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.  

Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that He would dwell in thick darkness. I have indeed 
built You an exalted house, a place for You to dwell in forever.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL Psalm 72:18, 3 

 
P Blessed be the Lord, the God of | Israel, * 
  who alone does | wondrous things. 
C Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people, * 
   and the hills, in | righteousness.  

EPISTLE READING Romans 12:1-5 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith 
that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not 
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all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

Please STAND. 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL St. Luke 2:41-52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 

At that time Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when 
He was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, 
as they were returning, the Boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 
but supposing Him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search 
for Him among their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find Him, they 
returned to Jerusalem, searching for Him. After three days they found Him in the Temple, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard 
Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. And when His parents saw Him, 
they were astonished. And His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You treated us so? Behold, 
Your father and I have been searching for You in great distress.” And He said to them, “Why 
were you looking for Me? Did you not know that I must be in My Father’s house?” And they 
did not understand the saying that He spoke to them. And He went down with them and came 
to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And His mother treasured up all these things in her 
heart.  And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.     

    P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Please BE SEATED. 

CHIEF HYMN “Within the Father’s House,” 410 

 

 

 

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls D 6 Till we behold Thy face 
  And teach us by Thy grace    And know as we are known 
 Each dim revealing of Thyself   Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
  With loving awe to trace    Coequal Three in One. 
Text: James R. Woodford (1820-85), alt.   FRANCONIA 
Tune: Johann Balthasar König (1691-1758); adapt. William Gavergal (1793-1870) SM 

SERMON 

Please STAND. 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
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     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Please STAND. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 after each petition: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

or 
P …let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

 

 the prayers conclude: 

 P …one God, now and forever. 
 C Amen. 

Please BE SEATED. 

VOLUNTARY 
During the voluntary, the Celebrant prepares the Altar for the Supper.  You are encouraged to prepare your 
heart and mind for Holy Communion.  Psalms 34, 42, 84, and 116 are especially suitable. 

Your offering may be deposited in the plate located near the Baptismal Font when you go to the Altar for Holy 
Communion. 

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Please STAND. 

PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary …  evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His Body 
and drink His Blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My Body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My Blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI 

 

 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

Please BE SEATED. 

DISTRIBUTION OF OUR LORD’S BODY AND BLOOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Hail, O Source of Every Blessing,” 409 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Basil Woodd (1760-1831), alt.  O DURCHBRECHER 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 87  87  D 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 
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 “O Lord, We Praise Thee,” 617 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: German, 14th cent., st. 1; Martin Luther (1483-1546), sts. 2-3; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. GOTT SEI GELOBET 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter Peculiar Meter 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License, no. 110017344. 
Tune: Public Domain 
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 “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice,” 390 

 

 

Text: German, 17th cent.; tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-78), alt. LASST UNS ALLE 
Tune: Ander Theil Des Dreszdenischen GesangBuchs, Dresden, 1632 76  76 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 
 

 
Please STAND. 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD lift up look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright,” 395 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hymn concludes on the next page. 
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5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 6 What joy to know, when life is past, 
 Our joy be all with music crowned,  The Lord we love is first and last, 
  Our voices gladly blending!   The end and the beginning! 
 For Christ goes with us all the way—  He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
 Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!  Transport us to that happy place 
  His love is never ending!   Beyond all tears and sinning! 
   Sing out! Ring out!    Amen! Amen! 
  Jubilation!     Come, Lord Jesus! 
  Exaltation!     Crown of gladness! 
   Tell the story!    We are yearning 
 Great is He, the King of Glory!  For the day of Your returning! 
Text: Philipp Nicolai (1566-1608); tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. WIE SCHÖN LEUCCHTET 
Tune: Philipp Nicolai (1566-1608) 887  887  4444  8 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License, no. 110017344. 
Tune: Public Domain 
 

Announcements 
HIGHER THINGS VIDEO WATCH PARTY 
You are invited to join the youth group as they watch new videos from Higher Things.  
They will be watching after Sunday School and Bible Study on January 24. 

NO JANUARY VOTERS’ MEETING 
Because there is no business to accomplish at this time, there will not be a Voters’ 
Meeting in January. 

 
STEWARDSHIP LAST WEEK Attendance Communicants Offerings   

 

 

Serving Today  
Celebrant and Preacher ................................................................................ Rev. Ryan Beffrey 
Organist ....................................................................................................................... Diane Scott 
Floor Elder .........................................................................................................Mark MacIntosh 
Serving Elder ........................................................................................................ David Steffens 
Acolyte ................................................................................................................ Wyatt Harmsen 
Counters ...................................................................................... Rod Killips & Laurie Hiscock 
Altar Guild ........................................................................ Shelia Haskill & Melissa Vanarsdal 
Flowers ............................................................................................................................................  
 

Serving Next Sunday  

Floor Elder ............................................................................................................ David Steffens 
Serving Elder .............................................................................................................. Craig Baier 
Acolyte ......................................................................................................................... Zeke Baier 

Sunday (1/3) 27 25 $820.00 
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Counters ............................................................................................. Jeremy Baier & Dan Scott 
Altar Guild ........................................................................ Becky Steffens & Cindy MacIntosh 
Flowers ............................................................................................................................................  
 
 

In Our Prayers 
Those with cancer 

Keri Jastifer, Ted Mattingly, Darrell Dombrowski, Bill Miller, Todd Henderson, 
Bobby Vollman, Cameron Scott, Pam Peterman, Charlene Moore, Raquel Steffes, 
Keith Lundgren, Doug Gibson. 

Those with health issues, difficulties, and challenges 
Ken Zyk, Carol Powell, Norma Biggs, Shanda Brennan, Hannah Kelsey, Nathan 
Martin, Kitty Young, Alvina Hoffbeck, Doris Uramkin, Karen Garlock, Jeri Barthel, 
Pam Ashley, Jill White, Lynn Hyatt, Connie Kaniewski, Janet Lundgren. 

Those who are pregnant 
 Jordan & Julie Velie 

Our church work students 
Zachariah and Claire Burgdorf, Timothy and Hanna Kern, Timothy and Chelsie 
Schmeisser. 

Those serving in our Armed Forces 
Hector and Natasha Brojas, Jordan Velie, Jacob Almaguer, Joshua Cipolla, Trent 
Beffrey, Lucas Golm, Brittany Warf, David Mills. 

Those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week 
Sid Haskill (1/13), Paul Lueders (1/15). 

 

Those celebrating Baptism birthdays this week 
Brooke N. Cross (1/14) 

 


